
CSRA Regional Educational Service Agency 
Presents 

 
GA TAPP 

(TEACHER ACADEMY FOR PREPARATION AND PEDAGOGY) 
 
TAPP Coordinator:  Ms. Beverly Hite, Ed.S. (bhite@csraresa.org) 
 
TAPP Administrative Assistant: Ms. Esther Hobbs (esther@csraresa.org) 
 
GA TAPP Information: 
 www.gapsc.com  (Go to GA TAPP under the Educator Prep tab) 
 
CSRA RESA TAPP Information: 
 www.csraresa.net (Click on Departments then TAPP) 
 
CSRA RESA TAPP Office:  706-556-6225 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

1) Where can I find out which subjects I am qualified to teach with my specific 
Bachelor’s Degree?  Go to www.gapsc.com and on the right side of the page are 
“Steps to Teach.”  Go to question number seven to pull up a list of degrees and 
related content areas.  This will give you an “idea” of what subjects you could 
possibly teach. 
 

2) Are there GPA requirements I must meet to be considered for TAPP?  GA 
TAPP requires that candidates have a minimum 2.5 GPA for ALL undergraduate 
college work combined.  This may not be readily evident on a transcript if you 
attended several different colleges or universities, however, CSRA RESA can 
help you determine that.  (If your degree is over 10 years old you may be exempt 
from the GPA requirement).  We must maintain a cohort GPA of 3.0- so any 
applicants with a GPA of 2.5-2.9 will be accepted as space and current averages 
allow. 
 

3) How can I receive help from RESA to determine my actual GPA and exact 
areas I can teach? To have CSRA RESA evaluate your transcripts, please submit 
official transcripts from every college/university attended to our office along with 
a check or money order payable to CSRA RESA TAPP in the amount of $40.00.  
Include contact information for yourself, as well as the area(s) you would like to 
teach.  We will contact you with the results of the transcript evaluation. 

 
4) Are there other requirements for entering TAPP?  

1. You must have passing scores on the GACE Program Admissions 
Assessment (a three-part test on Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics.)  Passing scores on the Praxis I three-part assessment 
will be accepted ONLY if the assessment was taken prior to 
September 1, 2006.  
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2. You can exempt the GACE Program Admissions assessment if you 

have exemption scores on another assessment as noted below: 
 

SAT – Combined score of 1000 or better (Verbal & Math) 
ACT – Combined score of 43 or better (English & Math) 
GRE – Combined score of 1030 or better (Verbal & Quantitative) 
before 8/1/11 AFTER 8/1/11 – score of 297 
 

3. GACE Ethics Admission to Program Test taken (350)  
  

 
5) I want to teach a subject that is not an exact match to my degree or is not 

related to my degree at all.  What do I do?  You must take and pass the 
appropriate GACE content area test(s) for the subject and grade level that you 
wish to teach PRIOR to enrolling in TAPP. The GACE registration website is 
www.gace.ets.org   (If you took and passed the Praxis II content assessment for 
the area you wish to teach prior to September 1, 2006, those scores will still be 
accepted.)   

 
6) What is the cost to participate in CSRA RESA GA TAPP?  Essentials of 

Effective Teaching cost is $650.00.  This cost includes all materials. 
 
Effective July 1, 2016, the tuition fee for the TAPP internship is $1,500.00 per 
semester for each candidate. 

 
7) What is included in the fee?  This fee covers the cost of seminars, materials, and 

textbooks for the two-year program.  The fee also includes costs associated with 
obtaining instructors and providing the required classroom observations and 
support meetings performed by RESA personnel.  One complete submission to 
Pearson for edTPA evaluation is also included in your tuition.  No other tests are 
covered and must be paid for by the candidate.  Additional coursework may be 
required for some certification fields and those costs are not included in the 
Internship tuition. 

 
8) Is there any type of financial aid available for TAPP candidates?  There is no 

CSRA RESA sponsored organized financial aid for TAPP itself.  We are 
approved to serve candidates enrolled in The Workforce Initiative Program in 
Columbia, McDuffie, Richmond, and Burke counties.  Contact your local WIOA 
office for more information.  Former members of the military and their spouses 
should contact Bill Kirkland with Troops to Teachers to investigate possible 
financial help for the fees.  VA benefits or your GI Bill may also provide funding.  

 
9) Okay, I have met all the pre-requisites for being in TAPP.  What is my next 

step?  The next step for you would be to begin applying for teaching positions in 
the counties we serve which are Burke, Columbia, Emanuel, Glascock, Jefferson, 
Jenkins, Lincoln, McDuffie, Richmond, Taliaferro, Warren, and Wilkes.  (Try 
going to each system’s website for current job openings or log onto 
www.teachgeorgia.org for job postings across the state).   Upon obtaining a job 
with one of these systems, they will have you complete the necessary paperwork 
for TAPP and will submit that to CSRA RESA on your behalf.  If you do not 
live/work in one of these counties, you should check the program providers 
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section of the State GA TAPP website to find a TAPP Provider in your area of 
Georgia. 

 
10) When do courses start?  “The Essentials of Effective Teaching” is held each 

July with mandatory follow-up seminars held on scheduled full day Saturdays.  If 
you are unable to attend the initial training sessions and Saturday seminars, TAPP 
may not be your best route to certification.  
 

11) How long does the TAPP program take?  You can reasonably expect to be 
enrolled in CSRA RESA for 3 semesters.  All candidates must complete the 
program within 4 semesters unless there is a qualifying medical or emergency 
situation that requires additional time.  These exemptions are not automatic and 
will be reviewed on an individual basis at the time of a request.  Some exceptional 
individuals can complete the program in two semesters and that is the minimum 
allowed time; but it is a difficult schedule and generally not recommended.   

 
12) Are there other routes to initial certification besides TAPP?  Yes.  You can 

view a list of all Certification Program Providers at www.gapsc.com.  Go to the 
Educator Prep tab and click on GA TAPP for more information.  This will be the 
State GA TAPP website. 
 

13) Can I pursue other degrees while I am participating in TAPP?  This is not 
recommended due to the incredible task you have ahead of you with planning for 
instruction, teaching classes, and attending classes for TAPP.  Candidates WILL 
NOT be excused from TAPP courses and sessions to attend courses for other 
degrees. 

 
14) What about coaching or sponsoring school events?  While this does not always 

present a problem, bear in mind that TAPP courses take priority over coaching 
and sponsorship duties in the event of a scheduling conflict.  These extracurricular 
activities do not exempt a candidate from any TAPP requirements. 

 
15)  I took a few education courses in my undergraduate degree program.  Will 

any of those courses count toward TAPP requirements?  Each candidate’s 
transcripts are evaluated and an individualized program of study will be 
developed, taking into consideration all college coursework that has been 
completed. 

 
16)  Do I get college credit for courses I take through CSRA RESA?   No.  All 

candidates will receive credit towards certification, but not towards a college 
degree.  However, some college courses can count for TAPP course requirements.  
Candidates may take some courses required by TAPP at an accredited college or 
university if they wish to get college credit (not a degree), but they do so at their 
own expense and they must still pay all TAPP fees. 

 
17)  What if I still have questions about GA TAPP at CSRA RESA?  Please call 

our office; or if you prefer, you may send us an email.  Please include the 
following information in your email, or have it available to discuss if you choose 
to call us: 
a) Bachelors Degree Name, Major, Date you were awarded degree, & GPA 
b) Similar information on any higher degree you may hold 
c) Name of the Colleges where you got the/those degrees 
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d) Have you had GACE Program Admissions Assessment, Praxis I (taken prior to 
September 1, 2006), SAT, ACT or GRE?  When did you take it/them and 
what were your scores? 

e) What grade level and content area are you most interested in teaching? 
 
 
 
Mailing Address for CSRA RESA: 

 
 
 CSRA RESA TAPP 

4683 Augusta Highway, SE 
 Dearing, GA 30808 


