
Example Item 2 

DOK Level: 4  

English Language Arts (ELA) Grade 4 Content Domain: Writing and Language  

In this section, you will read a passage comparing and contrasting the views of Patriots and Loyalists 

during the Revolutionary War. Then you will write an opinion essay stating whether you would have 

joined the Loyalist or Patriots during the Revolutionary War. You will support your statement with 

details and facts from the passage. 

Before you begin planning and writing, read the text:  

1. “Patriot or Loyalist” 

As you read the text, think about what details from each you might use in your opinion essay.  

 

The Revolutionary War split the people of the American colonies into two groups: the loyalists and 

the patriots.  

What was a patriot?  

Patriots were people who wanted the American colonies to gain their independence from Britain. They 

wanted their own country called the United States.  

Why did people become patriots?  

People in America felt they weren't being treated fairly by the British. They were being taxed without 

any say or representation in the British government. Soon cries for "liberty" were being heard 

throughout the colonies. The patriots wanted freedom from British rule.  

Famous Patriots  

There were many famous patriots. Some of them became presidents such as Thomas Jefferson who 

wrote the Declaration of Independence and John Adams. Perhaps the most famous patriot at the time 

was George Washington who led the Continental Army and later became the first President of the 

United States. Other famous patriots included Paul Revere, Samuel Adams, Ethan Allen, Patrick Henry, 

and Ben Franklin. These people are often called the Founding Fathers of the United States.  

What was a loyalist?  

Not everyone who lived in the American colonies wanted to break away from the British. There were 

many people who wanted to stay part of Britain and remain British citizens. These people were called 

loyalists.  

 



 

Why did some people remain loyal?  

Many people felt that their lives would be better off if the colonies remained under British rule. Some of 

these people were simply afraid to go up against the might of the British army. Others had business 

interests in England and knew that English trade was important to the economy. Still others thought 

that British rule would be better than patriot rule.  

Famous Loyalists  

Since the loyalists lost the war, there aren't as many famous loyalists as there are patriots. Benedict 

Arnold was a general in the Continental Army who went to fight for the British. Another famous loyalist 

was Joseph Galloway who was the Pennsylvania delegate to the Continental Congress but later worked 

for the British army.  

 

WRITING TASK 
The Revolutionary War was fought by two armies, the Continental Army and the British Army. Think 

about the ideas the passage. Then, write an opinion piece about what side you would have taken: 

Loyalist or Patriot. Be sure to use information from the passage as you write a piece that gives your 

opinion. Write your answer on the lines provided. 

 

Now write your opinion essay. Be sure to: 

 Introduce your topic. 

 Clearly state your opinion. 

 Organize your paper with ideas that relate to your opinion. 

 Support your claim with reasons, examples, and details from both passages. 

 Recognize and address alternate or opposing claims. 

 Link opinions and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 

addition). 

 Establish and maintain a formal style. 

 Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation. 

Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling, and capitalization.  


