
Example Item 3 

DOK Level: 4  

English Language Arts (ELA) Grade 4 Content Domain: Writing and Language  

Read the following passage and answer the question. 

 

 
The Great Surprise 
 
I was sitting at the kitchen table doing my homework. I heard my parents whispering in the other 
room and wondered what their conversation was about. I tried to hear what they were saying, but I 
couldn't make it out. I bounced out of my seat and scampered to the other room. 
 
"Mom!" I said. "Why are you and Dad whispering?" 
 
My parents exchanged a hesitant look. "Well," said my mom, "we were discussing an exciting 
surprise. But we aren't sure if we should tell you." 
 
I thought back to last year when our family had planned a visit to my grandmother. The visit was 
intended to be a surprise. My dad informed me about the trip, and I was supposed to keep it a secret. 
 
However, one night when I was talking on the phone to my grandmother, I spilled the beans. It was 
an accident! I had forgotten that the visit was a secret. I felt very bad. "You can tell me!" I exclaimed. 
"I promise that I learned my lesson when I told Grandma about our visit. I won't spoil any more 
surprises!" 
 
"We think you've learned your lesson, Kate," my dad responded. "We'll tell you about this surprise 
because we think you can keep it a secret." 
 
I felt so relieved that my parents had decided to trust me with this exciting news! I had a feeling this 
time would be different. "We are getting a dog!" exclaimed my dad. "Don't reveal it to Charlie. He'll 
find out on Friday when he gets home from school." 
 
I was so excited that I almost screamed! My brother, Charlie, had been pleading with my parents for a 
dog for years, but they had always said no. Now he was finally going to get his wish, and he would be 
thrilled. Thursday and Friday were difficult days! I was tempted to tell Charlie about the dog several 
times, but I remembered my promise and kept my mouth firmly closed. It felt great to be true to my 
word. 
 
At long last, Friday afternoon arrived. As Charlie and I walked up to our house after school, we heard 
a faint noise. "What's that?" Charlie asked, turning to me with delight in his eyes. "Is that barking I 
hear?" He tossed his backpack aside and ran into the house. A huge smile broke over my face, and I 
quickly ran after him. 
 
"A dog! I can't believe it, our very own dog!" Charlie yelled as he saw the puppy contentedly playing 
on the floor with one of Dad's ancient shoes from the garage. 



 
"Yes, Charlie, our very own dog, just like you have been asking for!" my mom answered. 
"Wow, what a great surprise!" Charlie said. "Kate, isn't it a great surprise?" he asked me. 
 
"Yes, Charlie! It is a great surprise," I answered gleefully. 
 
"And thanks to Kate," my mom said, smiling, "it really was a surprise." 
 
I felt great for keeping my promise, and my brother was overjoyed at his surprise. I really had learned 
my lesson. 
 

 

 

 

Write a conclusion to the story that starts with Charlie asking Kate, "How did you keep 

the secret?" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


