
 

Save the Date! 

 Byte-Sized Bits 
In This Issue: 

Techy Teacher, Rebecca Nevetral, uses a variety 
of technology tools in her Mathematics classroom.  

 
My name is Rebecca Nevetral. I am beginning my fourth 

year teaching 7th grade mathematics at Louisville Middle School 
in Jefferson County. I have a B.S. in Middle Grades Education 
from Georgia College and State University and I recently finished 
my M.Ed. in Instructional Technology from Georgia Southern 
University.  
 

As an educator, I know that the best way to engage my 
students is through the use of technology. While the ActivBoard 
is used every day to create flipcharts to guide my lessons for 
students, it is also used as an interactive tool with students. 
Students use manipulatives through ActivInspire and through the 
National Library of Virtual Manipulatives to grasp a 
conceptual knowledge of the day’s lesson.    

continued on page 3 
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A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW EMPLOYEE! 

Dr. Walter Reeves joined CSRA RESA in September 
as a part-time School Improvement Specialist.  He 
retired from Richmond County School System.  Dr.  
Reeves served as Teacher, Coordinator, Principal 
and Title I Program Specialist in Richmond County. 

 

GOSA Grant in a Nutshell 
 

Governor Deal challenged the sixteen RESAs across the state to apply for a two 
million dollar grant that focuses on K-3 foundational reading skills. The team met 
several times last spring and during the summer to write the grant which was accepted 
and will be funded by GOSA (Governor’s Office of Student Achievement). 

A representative from each RESA will meet eight days for Professional Learning 
with the GOSA design team. They will then redeliver to the teachers, administration, 
and instructional coaches selected to participate in the grant. The teachers are placed in 
vertical teams K-3 from three schools. CSRA RESA will be working with Mildred E. 
Freeman Elementary, Taliaferro County Elementary, and Swainsboro 
Primary/Elementary.  
The goals of the grant are to: 

1. Increase the number of Tier 2 and Tier 3 students who can read proficiently by the end of 
third grade. 

2. Provide in-depth professional learning via offsite learning, onsite collaboration, and coaching 
models.  

3. Create model classrooms that effectively utilize evidence based research practices to teach 
reading and equip teachers to use assessment effectively to guide instruction. 

The grant is: 
1. Aligned with TKES 
2. Considered an “initiative” for CCRPI 
3. An opportunity for K-3 teachers from three different counties to collaborate 
4. An opportunity to have a minimum of monthly support/coaching/modeling from RESA 

specialist 
5. A challenge to narrow the gaps of the Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 student 

Stay tuned by reading future newsletters to travel this exciting journey with CSRA 
RESA.                                                                                        Submitted by Debbie Callan 
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Techy Teacher, Rebecca Nevetral, continued from page 1 
 
 

I use my ActivBoard in conjunction with the ActivInspire Teacher Remote app or the VNC Viewer 
app depending on how much interaction I need with the flipchart. 

 
Students also work with Khan Academy. I use Khan Academy for remediation, practice, and 

enrichment. Khan Academy provides students with a pre-assessment and provides them with lessons to 
practice the skills they need to learn. Students can watch videos, get hints, and move through appropriate 
content as determined by their pre-assessment scores. While Khan Academy focuses mainly on learning 
new content, it does allow students the opportunity to earn points in order to alter their avatar. I also 
encourage my students to use the PhotoMath app while practicing solving equations on their own. The app 
allows students to scan any typed equation and provides them with the correct solution and step-by-step 
work if they need it.  

 
It is necessary for me to have instant data in order to form small groups for remediation and 

acceleration in my classroom. I use Google Forms as an assessment tool for students. They rotate through 
the computers in my classroom while working. I create Google Forms with three to six questions for students 
to take a “quick check.” I then use the Flubaroo add-on to instantly grade the quiz and form small groups for 
remediation or acceleration. When I am low on time for formative assessments, I use Plickers to scan the 
room for student responses with my iPhone. Students get a card with an image, similar to a QR code, that 
they can hold up to show me their answer without indicating their answers to other students. Both of these 
tools are quick and easy to set up, but provide instant data to use for learning purposes.  

 
While classroom management is not normally an issue, I use two different tools to reiterate 

classroom expectations when necessary. I like to use ClassDojo because it allows me to see which 
students are having behavioral problems and determine whether to set class or individual goals. It allows me 
to determine my own positive and negative behaviors based on what I see in my classroom. I like that I can 
operate it from my laptop or my iPhone. I enjoy running it in the background. Students can hear the positive 
and negative sounds and often self-correct their behavior as a result of the noises. When the only 
management issue is volume, I have begun using an app called Noise Down. I like this app in particular 
because I can set an appropriate volume in which to operate. If students are working in pairs, or with 
partners, I have a different expectation of how loud they should be than if they are working in a group. This 
app allows me to set conditions for each.  

 
 Trying to help my students self-correct their behavior is not my only non-academic goal for my 
students. I also try to encourage the young adolescents I teach to practice responsible interaction with adults 
through the use of the Kik app. I talk to my students about the mature way to interact with individuals of 
authority. We discuss how many college professors provide students with their cell phone number in case of 
emergency or if they have questions about how to complete an assignment. The app allows me to receive 
text messages from my students without giving them my cell phone number. Not only does this allow 
students to practice appropriate interactions, but it also opens the lines of communication and helps to 
create a positive learning environment.  
 
 The key to using these and any other technology tools in the classroom is to keep trying new things. 
If we allow ourselves to become afraid of trying new technology, we are certain to fall behind. However, if we 
are constantly trying, we are constantly learning. 

Contributed by Rebecca Nevetral 



BYTE-SIZED BITS 

 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER2015 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Why is it so important for a child to read proficiently by third grade? Third grade marks the 
critical time when children are expected to shift from learning to read to reading to learn. Children who 
are not proficient readers cannot make this shift and this has serious implications for their success in 
school and life. Children who can't read proficiently by the end of third grade are four times more likely to 
drop out of school. Right now, a vast majority of students in Georgia are not meeting this critical 
milestone, so we must respond to this problem for what it really is: an epidemic. It's up to all of us-not just 
the education system, not just parents-to ensure the four pillars of the Get Georgia Reading Campaign are 
firmly rooted in every community across the state.   
 

 

2. How does the Get Georgia Reading Campaign address the issue of third-grade reading 
proficiency?  

The Campaign serves as a platform http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/about 
for action, at the state and community level, supporting the shared expectation that all children in Georgia, 
starting from birth, are on a path to third grade reading proficiency. We do this by collectively 
implementing a common -not a separate - but a common agenda. The Campaign's common agenda was 
co-created through the engagement of more than 100 state and community leaders and includes the 
following four pillars - four pillars that together create the conditions necessary for all kids to be on a path 
to reading proficiently by the end of third grade: 
 

Language Nutrition http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/language_nutrition All children receive 
abundant language-rich adult-child interactions, which are as critical for brain development as healthy 
food is for physical growth.  

Access http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/access All children and their families have access to 
supportive services for healthy development and success in early childhood and early elementary 
education - as defined by awareness, affordability, accessibility, availability, accommodation, and 
acceptability.  

Positive Learning Climate http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/learning_climate 
All educators, families, & policymakers understand & address the impact of education climate on social-
emotional development, attendance, engagement, and ultimately, student success.  

Teacher Preparation http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/teacher_preparation 
All teachers of children ages 0-8 are equipped with evidence-informed skills, knowledge and resources 
that effectively meet the literacy needs of each child in a developmentally appropriate manner.   
 

 

3. So far, what successes have you seen as a result of the Get Georgia Reading campaign's four 
pillars?  Leaders across Georgia have embraced the four-pillar framework and are applying it at the state 
and local level to great success. Highlighting just a few here: We conducted research indicating that  

http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/about
http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/language_nutrition
http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/access
http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/learning_climate
http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/teacher_preparation
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school climate dramatically impacts third grade reading outcomes 
http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/school_climate and are leveraging the state's investment in 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) with private funding to create a blended model 
http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/brookview_climate  of the preschool and school-wide PBIS 
Frameworks - an approach that addresses the social-emotional development of children across their first 
eight years of life.   
 
A public-private partnership has launched Talk with Me Baby, http://www.talkwithmebaby.org/, 
a statewide initiative that is training trusted professionals like nurses and WIC nutritionists to deliver 
language nutrition coaching to parents, helping parents become "conversational partners" with their 
infants. To address access to learning and nutrition in the summer months, a new partnership engaging the 
DOE and DECAL with the Georgia Public Library Service is tapping existing USDA funding to provide 
free meals and literacy activities at libraries in counties that lacked summer meal programs during the 
summer.   
 

 

4. How can parents and other adults in a child's life ensure they are on track for third grade reading 
proficiency?  Keeping kids on a path to third grade reading proficiency can be as simple - and fun - as 
talking, reading, singing, and playing with kids--- especially babies --- all the time. It also means sharing 
information with others across your community about the importance of reading to kids, working to help 
make kids feel safe, supported, and ready to learn at home and in school, and supporting access to training 
and tools for all teachers in Georgia.  

 
Visit the Get Georgia Reading Campaign website to read about innovative and successful examples 

of these actions - and to share your own!  http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/ 
 

Arianne B. Weldon, MPH 
 Director 

 Get Georgia Reading Campaign 
 #getGAreading 

Website: www.getgeorgiareading.org  
Follow us on Twitter: @getgareading  

Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/getgeorgiareading 
  

 
 

Many thanks to Arianne Weldon for contributing to our newsletter! 
 

http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/school_climate
http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/brookview_climate
http://www.talkwithmebaby.org/
http://www.getgeorgiareading.org/
https://www.facebook.com/getgeorgiareading
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Fall CSRA 
Media Specialist 

Collaborative 
 

  Monday, September 28th, 2015, 8:30-3:30. 
Georgia Regents University in University Hall,  Room 350 
PLU credit is not available but a certificate of attendance will be emailed to participants   

after the event. 
 

Schedule 8:30-3:30 
8:30-9:00 Parking and Sign In 
9:00-11:30 Morning Session 

11:30-12:45 Lunch On Your Own 
12:45-3:30 Afternoon Session 

  
The morning schedule will include a session by Dr. Paulette Harris from GRU. Dr. 

Harris will share ideas and strategies for grant writing. The afternoon schedule will include a 
session by Tiffany Bozett, Media Specialist, Taliaferro County Schools, as well as 2 breakout 
sessions.  
  

 
Registration Link 

http://bit.ly/csrafall15 
  
 

http://bit.ly/csrafall15


 

 

       
 
 

 
   SPOTLIGHT ON LESSONS 

 
IN 
 

MATH 
 

        
 
        

 
 

To access the Math Livebinder, please click the icon below. If you would like to 
contribute a lesson or activity, please contact Gin Sellers at gsellers@csraresa.org   

      

ADRIANNE GRIFFITH, BURKE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTIONAL COACH, 
CONTRIBUTED A NEW ACTIVITY TITLED 

 “GEOMETRIC PROOFS” 
 TO THE 

 MATHEMATICS LIVEBINDER. 
 

PLEASE CLICK THE ICON BELOW TO VIEW HER 
ACTIVITY AND OTHER LESSONS AND RESOURCES. 

http://www.csraresa.net/mathematical-design-collaborative/

