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Let’s Think About…  

!   What causes people to do irrational things? 

!   What is the difference between a mob and a crowd? 

 



What Fuels a Mob? 

        May 5, 1970: University of Washington students face state troopers and block Interstate 5. 



What causes reasonable people 
to be whipped into an  

hysterical frenzy? 
 



Is It Injustice? 



Is It Money? 



Is It Religion? 



Is It the Environment? 



 Is It Social Media?  

These are the Tweets after a Bruins’ fan  
shoved another fan, and security guards  
knocked him to the ground.  
Sounds like a game of “Telephone”, doesn’t it ? 



In the 1950s it was Communism! 

!   The Second Red Scare after World War II 
targeted government employees and 
Hollywood’s actors, writers, and directors. 

!   It reminded Arthur Miller of the Salem 
Witch Trials. 

!   Even the news media was afraid to oppose 
the government. 

!   Finally, CBS Newscaster, Edward R. Murrow, 
stood up to the “McCarthy Mob”. 



About Arthur Miller: 1915-2005 
!   “I don’t see how you can write anything 

decent without using as your basis the 
question of right or wrong.” 

!   Born into an upper-middle-class family in 
NYC 

!   Hit hard by the Great Depression 

!   Worked in a warehouse to earn tuition to 
attend the University of Michigan where he 
won awards for his plays 

!   Married to Marilyn Monroe from 1956-1961 



Most Famous Plays 
!   All My Sons – First Broadway Hit in 1947 

!   Death of a Salesman – Won the Pulitzer Prize in 
1949 

!   The Crucible – Inspired by U.S. Congressional 
Hearings in the 1950s 

 



What is a Pulitzer Prize? 
!    In 1892 Joseph Pulitzer (1847-1911) offered 

Columbia University two million dollars to 
create a school of journalism. The school 
declined the offer, so he left the money to 
Columbia University in his will. 

!   In 1917 Columbia University awarded the first 
Pulitzer Prizes for journalism. 

!   Today, literature, poetry, history, music, drama, 
art, and photography can receive the Pulitzer 
Prize. 

!   How can a work earn the Pulitzer Prize? 

!   The work must be considered “distinguished”. 

 



Yellow Journalism 

!   Why would Columbia University decline $2,000,000? 

!   Joseph Pulitzer went head-to-head with newspaper 
tycoon William Randolph Hearst who had already 
established a good reputation in New York City. Pulitzer 
and Hearst battled to sell the most newspapers. To raise 
circulation, Pulitzer printed “sensational” or scandalous 
stories (yellow journalism) rather than factual news 
stories. Then, Hearst followed suit to raise his 
circulation. Each accused the other of “yellow 
journalism”, so Columbia’s president in 1892 was 
hesitant to accept the offer from Pulitzer. 



Some Notable Fiction Winners 
!   1932: The Good Earth - Pearl S. Buck 

!   1937: Gone With the Wind - Margaret Mitchell 

!   1940: The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck 

!   1953: The Old Man and the Sea -  

       Ernest Hemingway 

!   1961: To Kill a Mockingbird –  

      Harper Lee 

!   1983: The Color Purple – Alice Walker 



Some Notable Drama Winners 
!   1938: Our Town – Thornton Wilder 

!   1948: A Streetcar Named Desire – T. Williams 

!   1949: Death of a Salesman – Arthur Miller 

!   1956: Diary of Anne Frank – Hackett/Goodrich 

!   1988: Driving Miss Daisy – Alfred Uhry 



The Inspiration for The Crucible 

! Discovery Education – GPB Media - McCarthyism 

Wisconsin Senator  McCarthy + The Second Red Scare + J. Edgar Hoover = Dystopia 



“Why I Wrote The Crucible” 

 

!   “an act of desperation…by the early 1950s” 

!   “I was motivated by the paralysis that had set in among liberals 
who…were fearful…of being identified as covert Communists if 
they should protest too strongly.” 

!   “The Red hunt, led by the House Un-American Activities 
Committee (HUAC) dominated the American psyche” and 
terrorized Hollywood. 

!   “Our liberties were passing from us…” soooooooooo, 

 



!   “I visited Salem…on a dismal 
spring day in 1952…In the 
gloomy courthouse I read the 
transcripts of the witchcraft trials 
of 1692… 

!   “…so many practices of the 
Salem trials were similar to those 
employed by the congressional 
committees that I could easily be 
accused of skewing history for a 
mere partisan purpose.” 

!   “The thought that the state has 
lost its mind and is punishing so 
many innocent people is 
intolerable.” 

!   “The Crucible…is still pumping 
out the same darkly attractive 
warning that it did in the fifties.” 



Are We Listening? 



What Can We Learn From 
Mob Mentality? 

!   With great power, comes great responsibility! 

!   We must educate ourselves to both the positive 
and negative aspects of group behaviors. 

!   The social media community must work to keep 
information accurate and updated as new 
details emerge. 

!   Otherwise, “Facebook vigilantes” are no better 
than the people they are persecuting. 


