
 

 Do you find yourself wanting to integrate more technology into your daily classroom 
practices, but just aren’t sure how to get started? Are you simply too busy meeting standards 
and preparing students for high stakes testing? Well, look no further! In this article, you will 
learn how to bring your classroom to the 21st century and steer from those traditional 
approaches to learning. Introducing…the Osmo! 

What is it? The Osmo is a unique accessory for the iPad that comes with manipulatives and 
apps that will transform the way students connect with the iPad. Invented by two young 

parents from Stanford and Google, it 
provides many opportunities for hands on 
play. The Osmo was named Innovative Toy 
of the Year and Best Product Design in 2015 
and TIME’s best inventions of 2014. 

How does it work? The Osmo comes with 
one reflector and one stand. Simply attach 
these two things to your iPad. It works with 

ALL iPads, including the iPad mini and iPad 2. The Osmo comes with letters, tangrams and 
numbers. These manipulatives are used in conjunction with the Osmo apps listed below. 
After attaching the accessories to your iPad, download the following apps: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How much does it cost? 

The Osmo Starter Kit includes the first four apps and the manipulatives for these apps 
for $79.99. The Osmo Wonder Kit includes the first six apps and the manipulatives for $145.00. 
Lastly, the Complete Osmo Kit includes all 7 apps and the 
manipulatives for $189.00. Shipping is completely free if shipped within 
the United States.  

Are you interested to learn how we obtained each of ours for 
free? Well, do we have a suggestion for you! Once we, at North 
Columbia Elementary, learned that with every purchase, the Osmo 
company would donate an Osmo Starter Kit to any educator within 
the United States, we quickly got the word out to our parents. We 
encouraged parents to purchase this iPad accessory for their children 
to use at home and to request the donated one be sent to our 
school. In addition, we also reached out to businesses in our 
community for support with this initiative and received funds through 
grants to purchase even more. So, get to contacting your parents and local businesses to 
gain support with this effort! 

 

1. Words       3.   Newton 5. Numbers 7. Monster 
2. Tangrams 4. Masterpiece 6. Coding  



This seems fun, but how can I use it in my classroom? The Osmo has been adopted in over 
15,000 classrooms around the world and in 42 countries. It provides problem solving and 
higher order thinking opportunities for your students. The website https://www.playosmo.com/en/schools/  
offers many lesson plans that can be integrated into any classroom. I actually use the Osmo 
in my gifted classroom during our Higher Order Thinking (H.O.T.) Stations time. To reinforce 
problem solving skills with my students, I assign apps at the Osmo station such as Newton and 
Tangram. Students also work on word structure within the Words app. Within each app are 
several skill levels to choose from, so this really helps with differentiating in the classroom. If 
your school is pursuing STEM certification or implementing a MakerSpace area, then the 
Osmo is the ideal solution for your students! To see the Osmo apps in action, simply click on 
images below. Enjoy! – A. Williamson 

 
 

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.playosmo.com/en/schools/
https://youtu.be/FhAuwGHxs6g
https://youtu.be/FhAuwGHxs6g
https://youtu.be/NJw4jdRaVX8
https://youtu.be/GyfJMt82Pxc
https://youtu.be/88NIZXw9OSc
https://youtu.be/kYXdwDP14tY
https://youtu.be/I9Qm18it47A
https://youtu.be/PBEQfnbiBoQ


Amy Williamson is the Instructional 
Specialist and Gifted Education 
Teacher at North Columbia Elementary 
School in Columbia County. This is her 
10th year in the education field. She 
was named the 2013-2014 teacher of 
the year at Baker Place Elementary, 
Columbia County and 2011-2012 top 
five finalist in Richmond County. Mrs. 
Williamson is the 2016 recipient of the 
Savannah River Remediation Grant 
and the International Paper Grant, 
which were used to increase 
technology in the classrooms at North 
Columbia. Mrs. Williamson feels that 

teaching students through technology will better equip them for a technologically 
advanced society.  


